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LETCHWORTH COMMITTEE 
3 DECEMBER 2014 

 

*PART 1 – PUBLIC DOCUMENT 
 

AGENDA ITEM No. 
 

9 
 
TITLE OF REPORT:  COMMUNITY UPDATE AND GRANT APPLICATIONS 
 
REPORT OF THE HEAD OF POLICY & COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 
1. SUMMARY 
 
1.1 To advise the Committee on the current expenditure and balances of the Area 

Committee delegated budgets. 
 
1.2 To bring to the Committee’s attention details of recent requests received for Area 

Committee Grant Funding made by community groups and local organisations. 
 
1.3 To advise the Committee of the activities and schemes with which the Community 

Development Officer has been involved.  
 
1.4 To bring to the Committee’s attention some important community based activities that 

will take place during the next few months. 
 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 The Committee is asked to note the budgetary expenditure, balances and carry 

forwards from the Development Budget and Visioning Budget as set out in Appendix 1.  
 
2.2 That the Committee considers grant funding of £2000 to Letchworth Festival Steering 

Committee towards the cost of two community events and support for small groups to 
underwrite their events. (As outlined in 8.1, appendix 2). 

 
2.3 That the Committee considers grant funding of £1150 to Hitchin Kings Basketball Club 

to set up a youth basket ball team and a young women’s team at Highfield School. (As 
outlined in 8.2, appendix 3). 

 
2.4 That the Committee considers grant funding of £1750 to Herts Young Carers towards 

Transport, Volunteer Training and Equipment. (as outlined in 8.3, appendix 4) 
 
2.5 That the Committee considers grant funding of £1900 to The Young FilmMakers club 

for equipment to set up an afterschool scheme for young people to make films on local 
issues. (As outlined in 8.4, appendix 5). 

  
2.6 That the Committee considers grant funding of £1332 to the Letchworth Centre for 

Healthy Living towards the cost of installing exterior safety lighting. (as outlined in 8.5, 
appendix 6) 

 
2.7 That the Committee considers grant funding of £1500 to Box Cleva towards the cost of 

continuing non contact boxing project for disadvantaged children. (as outlined in 8.6 
appendix 7) 
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2.8 That the Committee considers grant funding of £1500 to Child UK towards the cost of 
continuing the Friday night project at the Creamery Recreation ground on Jackmans 
(As outlined in 8.7 and appendix 8). 

 
2.9 That the Committee considers awarding support funding in relation to any potential 

Highways schemes as proposed and discussed under section 8.11 of this report. 
 
2.10 That the Committee endorses the actions taken by the Community Development 

Officer to promote greater community capacity and well-being for Letchworth Garden 
City. 

 
3. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
3.1 To ensure the Committee is kept informed of the work of the Community Development 

Officer. 
 
3.2 This report is intended to inform Members of the financial resources available to the 

Committee. It draws attention to the current budgetary situation, assists in the effective 
financial management of the Area Committee’s budget and ensures actions are 
performed within the Authority’s Financial Regulations and the guidance in the Grants 
policy. 

 
3.3 The awarding of financial assistance to voluntary organisations and the use of 

discretionary spending allows the Committee to further the aims of the ‘Priorities for the 
District’. 

 
3.4 Production of this report is a requirement of the ‘Priorities for the district’ in which the 

Community Development Officer is required to produce a formal report to the Area 
Committee 4 occasions per annum in line with the Civic Calendar. 

 
4. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
 
4.1 There are no alternative options being proposed other than those detailed within the 

text of this report. However in the course of debate at committee, Members may wish 
to comment and offer additional views on any of the items raised within this report. 

 
5. CONSULTATION WITH EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS AND WARD MEMBERS 
 
5.1 Consultation with Members has occurred in connection with the allocation of funds for 

Community Projects 
 
5.2 Consultation with the respective officers and external agencies/groups has taken place 

with regard to funding proposals for Area Committee Funds.  
 
6. FORWARD PLAN 
 
6.1 This Report does not contain a recommendation on a key decision and has not been 

referred to in the Forward Plan.  
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7. BACKGROUND 
 
7.1 Members are asked to note the information detailed in Appendix 1 Area Committee 

Budget Spread sheet, which relates to the Area Committee budget balances for the 
current financial year 2014/15.  

 Members should be aware that the amount remaining within the unallocated 
Development Budget if spread equally between the remaining 3 meetings of the area 
committee would equate to £4301 per meeting to be allocated. 

 
7.2 The spread sheet also details pre-allocated sums carried forward from the previous 

financial year 2013/14 including balances and past expenditure relating to the allocated 
and un-allocated Area Capital Visioning Budgets available to the Committee. 

 
7.3 The current level of unallocated funds within the Area Committee’s 2014/15 Area Grant 

Budget is £12,903 
 
7.4 There is £220 funds carried forward from within the Area Committee’s 2013/14 Area 

Grant Budget that has been allocated towards the cost of producing a leaflet for 
Councillors Surgeries. 

 
7.5 The Area Committee’s Capital Visioning Grant Budget is now fully allocated. 
 
8. PROJECT/ ACTIVITY/ SCHEME DETAILS 
 
8.1 Letchworth Garden City Festival Steering Committee 
 The festival steering committee are planning to coordinate two major events as part of  

the festival fortnight in June 2015. As it is assumed that the Town Cente Partnership 
will not be organising the Street Fest which has historically been seen as the launch 
event for the festival each year, the committee are planning a community event based 
around Broadway Gardens and Broadway Walk in partnership with the Da Vinci School 
and North Herts College. 

 With the added issue that due to the planned development of Garden Square Shopping 
Centre, Leys Square will not be availble for use for Town Centre events in 2015. 

 
 The launch event will feature Day of Dance, local artists and craft stalls. 

The Festival will culminate as usual with the ever popular ‘Proms In The Park’ at 
Howard Park featuring bands and orchestras from local schools, clubs and 
organisations. 
The Committee have also requested funds to be used to support small groups in the 
town who wish to put on small events as during the festival fortnight. The Letchworth 
Councillors sugested when the Festival Committee was first established 2009 that it 
was preferable for the Festiva Steering committee to distribute small grants of usually 
under £100 to small groups in the Town which would avoid an influx of small grants 
coming to area committee in the run up to the Festival. 
These grants are usually provided to underwrite any losses on ticket sales and to cover 
assistance with publicity and marketting costs. 
 
The grant report for this project is outlined in Appendix 2 
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8.2 Hitchin Kings Basketball Club 
 The club is requesting £1500 grant funding towards the development of a youth 

basketball (11-13) team in order to promote the game of basketball amogst young 
people within the area. Secondly to establish a girls basketball training session. 

 Hitchin Kings Basketball Club is a Unregistered charity. Youth basketball figures within 
the area are very low with many young people only having the opportunity to play in 
schools. The aim of this project is to offer a training session for young people in order 
to develop a sustainable interest in the sport. Girls basketball in North Herts is non 
existent with the only club in Watford. We aim to promote basketball to girls, 
encouraging them to take up this sport and play competitive basketball outside of 
school.  

 
The grant report for this project is outlined in Appendix 3 
 

8.3 Herts Young Carers 
The Group meets fortnightly at Nightingale House in Hitchin. The group provides 
emotional and practical support to young carers through recreational activities.  They 
provide the young carers with respite and peer support in a safe and fun environment. 

 
As young carers attending the sessions come from mostly Hitchin and Letchworth the 
group’s grant funding application is being split 50/50 between each area committee 
who are being asked to consider funding of £1750 each. 

 
The sessions run fortnightly during term-time on a Thursday evening from 7.00 – 
9.00pm.  This will typically be three different themed activities per session: sports / 
exercise based activity, a cookery activity and an arts and crafts ‘project’.  There is 
always badminton and table tennis available and a variety of games from board games 
to karaoke.  The cookery session may involve making biscuits, cakes, homemade 
pizzas, etc.  The craft sessions cover a variety of ideas from card-making, badges and 
modelling. 

 
Herts Young Carers (HYC) was officially formed in May 2013. The Group had 
previously been meeting for thirteen years and was run by Carers in Hertfordshire.  In 
March 2013 all funding was totally withdrawn by Carers in Hertfordshire.  The future of 
the Group was very uncertain. The existing volunteers and a new incoming volunteer 
formed a small charity in order to secure the future of the group. 

 
During the first 12 months of the group the focus has been on keeping the Group 
going, making it fully compliant by the creation of Safeguarding policy documents, 
training volunteers, fundraising and on maintaining the Group as a place that young 
carers want to attend.  
The group have recruited more new children and young people.  They have recently 
concluded a large-scale volunteer recruitment programme and have brought on-board 
a high quality management committee.  They are now in a position to ‘take things to 
the next level’ and become fully sustainable for the future.  They plan to become a 
Registered Charity this year.  The group are applying for grant funding towards the 
purchase of equipment, training volunteers, transport costs and materials to publicise 
Herts Young Carers. 

 
The group hope to purchase kitchen and sports equipment. They would also like to be 
able to purchase a laptop for use by the Group in order to maintain the website and 
design posters, etc. 
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The training of volunteers is necessary for Compliance.  The group have recruited five 
new volunteers, who need First Aid training, Safeguarding Children training, Food and 
Hygiene, Health and Safety and DBS checks. We have fourteen volunteers who want 
to be involved with the management committee (only two are also running the Group).  
All volunteers will need DBS checking and Safeguarding training as a minimum.  A 
range of additional training will be necessary for these new volunteers.  

 
The final request for funding relates to transport of the children by taxi to the sessions. 
Without these costs being met by HYC the children would not be able to come attend.  
As parents are not in a position to bring them to the session and a shared taxi with 
other group-members is the solution to enable them to attend. These costs rise 
significantly as the Group grows. 

 
HYC have been successful in applications to local organisations who have given 
Restricted Funding for trips and outings. 
 
The grant report for this project is outlined in Appendix 4 
 

8.4 The Young FilmMakers Club 
 £1900 grant funding is requested in order to to assist with the set up of a young film 

makers group for children and young people in Letchworth. The group would meet a 
few times a week and members will work together to create a short film about the 
history of Letchworth. It is intended to use links with local businesses, organisations 
and retirement homes to make an informative and inspiring film for the community. 

 The group provide fun, educational and transformative filmmaking activities for 
children, young people in the local community. 

 
 The project will provide the young people with a constructive way of spending their 

time. The group aim to work in partnership with sheltered housing schemes and older 
peoples groups to provide opportunities and enable a greater understanding between 
the generations. 

 The project will provide an outlet for young people from disadvantaged backgrounds 
and an opportunity to give back to their community. They will  learn about the town’s 
history as well as create a tangible film which can be used throughout the community 
at festivals and local events. 

 The group plan to use the initial project as a pilot for a sustainable programme of 
educational art projects involving all aspects of film making for children and young 
people. 

 
The grant report for this project is outlined in Appendix 5 

 
8.5 Letchworth Centre for Healthy Living 
 The centre are requesting £1332 grant funding towards the cost of installing exterior 

safety lighting. Located on the boarder of Letchworth Garden City and Hitchin, the 
Centre caters to residents of both towns and this grant is being split 50/50 between 
both area committees. 

 
 This will benefit many older people, those with a disability and those who are not 

confident to walk on uneven surfaces during early evening and night time. Currently the 
Centre is less accessable to those people due to the inadequate lighting. Planning 
permission has been sought and approved. 
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 The Letchworth Centre for Healthy Living is the largest and one of the most established 
holistic centres in the United Kingdom and proudly offers a rich and diverse menu of 
complementary approaches to improve and maintain health and wellbeing and prevent 
illness.  

  
Their Clinics provide one-to-one complementary therapy, classes (over 80 of them 
each week) teaching well-researched self-help techniques which ease stress and 
anxiety and Counselling Services which include a low-cost scheme. They frequently 
partner with other charities, the NHS, local government, schools and children’s centres, 
etc. and host a number of local community groups and initiatives at the Centre that 
support marginalised sectors of society including older people, carers, those 
experiencing mental health issues, the disabled and those with life-limiting chronic 
health conditions. Over 1400 people a week presently visit the Centre and receive 
support. This year the Centre is celebrating it’s 30th birthday. Over the years it has 
provided support to many thousands of people from North Hertfordshire (and 
specifically Letchworth and Hitchin). 

  
The Centre is widely regarded within its field as a ‘Centre of Innovation and Excellence’ 
and has just received notification that it is the 2014 CAM award winner of the highly 
prestigious national ‘Outstanding Contribution to the Community’ award.  

 
The Centre has a special interest in developing programmes  supporting older people 
and their carers and have previously been commissioned by both the NHS and Herts. 
County Council to design and implement projects that support the increasingly ageing 
community. Their latest pilot project, funded by Comic Relief, is a new approach to 
engaging with older people - ‘Positive Ageing’ - ran in August 2014. Targetting frailer 
older people. 

 
In addition to older people, their carers too, have benefited from the Centre’s work 
which has included innovative programmes for carers of people with dementia. They 
have hosted two Carer’s Fairs and two Older People’s Day events on behalf of the 
county. The Centre continues to run support programmes for carers as well as those 
living with Parkinson’s and other age-related conditions and is home to the Rosehill 
Singers, a community choir for older people. They organise events throughout the year 
in celebration of, for example, The Letchworth Festival, World Mental Health Day and, 
this year they hosted Silver Sunday (on behalf of NHDC). Frequently local 
organisations use the facilities to host their groups or undertake training. 

 
The Centre has plans for developing programmes that support the community around 
the aging society and those experiencing long term medical conditions such as cancer. 
 
In 1985, there were 690,000 people in the UK aged 85 and over, representing around 
one per cent of the population. By 2010 there were 1.4 million or two per cent of the 
population aged 85 and over. By 2035, there will be 3.6 million in this group, or five per 
cent of the population. 
 
The Office of National Statistics estimates that locally the number of North Herts 
residents aged 65 years and over will increase from 21,862 in 2011 to 27,453 in 2021 
that’s a growth of some thirty three per cent in 10 years. Of these 8,713 will be 80 
years and over. Greater longevity is a cause of celebration but it is also associated with 
multiple, physical and mental health conditions that place enormous strain on health 
and social care provision. The challenge is compounded by the need to deliver more 
care with fewer resources. 
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The Letchworth Centre for Healthy Living (LCHL) is developing a new cost-effective 
‘positive ageing programme’ that will endeavour to engage older people over their 
physical and mental health and wellbeing. Ultimately it will lead to residents being 
better equipped to manage their transition into older age, help them to lead more 
fulfilled lives, remain independent and at the same time alleviate pressure upon the 
resources available to statutory and voluntary services. 
 
The Letchworth Centre is embracing fully the ethos behind the Localism Act. They 
endeavour to fully engage with all local older people over their ability to participate fully 
and ensure that their needs, views and opinions are embodied within everything they 
do. They encourage all marginalised sections of the community to connect with their 
community, empower them to take control of their lives and to promote participation 
and inclusion. 
 
The Centre has an established partnership network that includes local GP’s surgeries 
and other healthcare providers (including the Lister Hospital), HCC Health & 
Community Services, social housing providers, older people’s groups, carer’s 
organisations, BME groups, faith groups and other community organisations. They also 
promote our activities through professional networks including the North Herts Health & 
Wellbeing Partnership, The Older People’s Networking Forum,etc.   
 
The grant report for this project is outlined in Appendix 6 
 

8.6 Box Cleva 
Box Cleva require £1500 funding from both Letchworth & Hitchin Area Committee’s in 
order to continue the projects based at Garden City Academy in Letchworth and 
Wayne Armstrong Gym in Hitchin. 
Box Cleva aims to reduce anti-social behaviour by engaging young people in 
structured, positive activity that instils self-discipline and respect for themselves and 
others. It is run by senior fire-fighters, who are also local boxing club members. 
The activity is NON contact.  The young people attending will be referred by agencies if 
they are at risk of offending, exclusion from school or are exhibiting challenging 
behaviour both in the home and community. 
Over 40 weeks they build relationships with the tutors and the whole experience is 
based around health, fitness, respect and positive role models. 
The young people will be undertaking fitness exercise and games in order to promote 
active lifestyles and healthy eating.  
Up to 20 young people aged 7 – 15 years will be selected via the referral process. The 
aims are to reduce offending, prevent offending and anti-social behaviour, install 
respect and the Fire fighter / boxer’s ethos in the young people, many of whom do not 
have a positive male role model in their lives. 
It is intended that over the 40 weeks the engagement will see a real change in 
behaviours of the young people and that a club will be formed to continue the project 
after the 40 weeks. 
 
The grant report for this project is outlined in Appendix 7 
 

8.7 Child UK 
 CHILD UK aims to achieve a beneficial and sustainable impact on the physical and 

emotional welfare of children and young people - transforming their lives and enabling 
them to fulfil their potential to create a better future society. They inspire children and 
young people to have a positive interest in Sport and the Performing Arts. They are 
requesting £1500 grant funding to provide a three month project based at The 
Creamery Recreation Ground on the Jackmans Estate who may be at risk of taking 
part in anti-social or unhealthy behaviour. 
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 Description of project 
 

Venues: Multi-Use Games Area, Jackmans Creamery 
Timings: 7.00pm to 9.00pm on Fridays 
Dates: From 16th January to 27th March 2015. 
Activity: Child UK have managed to sustain Friday Night Project for over seven years in 
ever changing targeted areas, making a very positive impact amongst the local 
community. The success has been aided by their multi-agency partnership approach. A 
variety of exciting multi-sports such as Pop Up Tennis, Street Golf, basketball, football 
and dodgeball will be offered to the young people to give them something positive to do 
by using the multi-use games areas; this will attempt to consistently counteract the 
recent higher level of anti-social behaviour (ASB). Youth Connexions will deliver 
workshops on-site engaging those watching or waiting to join in the activities. They will 
be delivering important information in the areas of Sexual Health, Healthy Lifestyle, and 
Substance Misuse Prevention. 

 
The project is targeting the 11 to 19 year old age group from the Jackmans Estate in 
Letchworth. 
Project Objectives: 

 

 The current project has been an enormous success over the last seven years at all of 
the sites. There has been a high retention rate of young people of approximately 80%, 
which has established a core group of participants on a weekly basis. We anticipate 
about 20 young people to attend each week at each site. 

 

 By targeting the activities at peak times of anti-social behaviour the project has been 
able to divert the young people to positive activities during these periods. This has 
helped reduce anti-social behaviour, particularly the criminal damage and vandalism 
that has previously occurred. 
 

 The activities promote a healthier lifestyle to the young people and reduce the risk of 
substance misuse, particularly with alcohol.  
 

 The project is focusing on encouraging vulnerable young people to have greater 
positive participation amongst their peers in their community. Partners and 
stakeholders have been engaged and encouraged to work together to create positive 
opportunities for young people in a socially inclusive manner. 
 

 The project is open to all young people of all backgrounds and abilities. Our projects 
promote equality of opportunity for all. 
 

 The young people have established their own code of conduct and rules, with good 
behaviour being prevalent across such an inclusive group of young people from all 
backgrounds. 
 

 The project is a joint initiative with the support of North Hertfordshire District Council, 
the Community Safety Team including the support of our other partners and members 
of the North Herts ASB group, local police, and North Herts Homes. Project delivery 
partners include CHILD UK, Youth Connexions and Hitchin Town FC. 
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Outcomes: 
 
Promoting health and well being: The activities promote a healthier lifestyle to young 
people and reduce the risk of substance misuse, particularly with alcohol. Amongst our 
partnership team we aim to make young people aware of the dangers and pitfalls of 
substance misuse, and encourage them to spend their leisure time in more positive 
and healthy activities.  Youth Connexions will deliver workshops on-site engaging 
those watching or waiting to join in the activities. They will be delivering recognised 
outcomes for young people in the areas of Sexual Health, Healthy Eating/Lifestyle, 
Drug and Alcohol Education and promoting positive activities and participation. The 
project will have a weekly theme and topic to focus on whilst the activities are running. 
 
Promoting community safety: By targeting the activities at peak times of anti-social 
behaviour the project will help divert the young people to join in positive activities 
during these periods. This has consistently helped to reduce anti-social behaviour in 
North Hertfordshire. 
 
Additional outcomes include: 
 
• Reduction in anti-social behaviour whilst the project is running. 
• Referrals to specialist/other sports clubs and activity. 
• Positive feedback from young people through the use of informal 

questionnaires. 
• Young people learn alternative ways of spending their leisure time. 
• Young people learn positive ways of expressing themselves. 
• Young people develop improved confidence and self-esteem from achieving a 

level of skill in a new activity.  
• To improve the social skills of the young people.  
• To mentor potential volunteers to help in future delivery and sustainability. 
• To respect others and be respected. 
 
The grant report for this project is outlined in Appendix 8 

 
8.8 Jackmans Community Association  
 Officers have met with the new Chair of the Jackmans Community Association to 

discuss the groups plans to utilise the Old Library part of the Community Centre. 
 The new committee realise that the priority is to renovate that part of the building to a 

state that it it can be utilised by the community and provide an income to the JCA in 
terms of hiring. 

 Being able to relocate smaller groups from the large main hall to the smaller room will 
also free up the large hall to other potential hirers. 

 The Community Centre have a waiting list of groups who would like to use the smaller 
space when it is available. 

 
 The JCA are seeking match funding from a variety of organisations in order to 

undertake the necessary work to create a usable space. 
 
 If section 106 funds from across the town can be unlocked with the agreement of 

Letchworth ward members, this may draw down other funding streams. It will allow the 
work to commence and funding allocated to the project in Area Committee Captial 
Visioning bugets could then be released to complete the project. 
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8.9 Homestart Healthy Lifestyle Strategy Update 
Home-Start North Herts successfully completed their eight week Healthy Lifestyle 
Strategy event during the school summer holidays.  

 
They held budget cookery sessions and children's fun food tastings, providing 
information and advice on inexpensive, accessible sources of fresh unprocessed food, 
fruit and vegetables. This gave the children the opportunity to join their parents in the 
preparation, measuring, counting and cooking of healthy food. Through visits to local 
parks they promoted awareness of the benefits of physical exercise with games, nature 
walks and activity circuits. All the children thoroughly enjoyed all the water-splash 
activity and play. They led discussions and group work on the benefits of breast 
feeding, positive parenting and communication, using community resources. They 
worked to encourage parent's strengths and emotional wellbeing in order that these 
may be transmitted to their children, enhancing their development and emphasising the 
pleasures and rewards of family life and well-being. 

 
The project was evaluated at the end of the summer and had lots of positive comments 
and feedback. The good weather enabled families to get out and about; the funding 
received from NHDC provided additionality in the form of two trips to Standalone Farm.  

 
Grant funding provided the organisation the means to run a productive, educational, 
enjoyable, engaging summer for parents, carers and children. Home-Start North Herts 
expressed their gratitude and the continuing commitment and support of all the 
members of North Herts District Council in their work with vulnerable families.  
 

8.10 Update on Letchworth Town Wide Parking Review 
Please note the following progress on the Letchworth town wide parking review. All 
schemes listed below were outlined in Appendix A to the Strategic Director of Planning, 
Housing & Enterprise Report, and were agreed by the Committee at its meeting on 
12th  March 2014. 

 
Bedford Road Junction protection: - following the outcome of the pre-consultation in 
May, the formal Traffic Regulation Order has been prepared and will be advertised on 
27th November. This will be the start of the formal three week consultation period. Site 
notices will be displayed and local residents will be informed.  This will be the 1st 
phase of the programme. 

  
Officers are in the process of appointing consultants to assist in progressing the 
following proposed schemes over the next 6 to 9 months: 

 
• Introducing parking restrictions in Norton Way South between Pixmore Way and 

Baldock Road 
• Nevells Road/Cross Street and the Quadrant Area – allow for shared parking 

within the current resident permit parking scheme. 
• Introducing limited waiting at the layby on the western side of Norton Way South at 

the junction with Station Road 
• Removing the Saturday parking restriction on the northern side of Icknield Way 

East between the Esso Petrol Filling Station and Cromwell Road. 
• Extending the double yellow line restriction in  Radburn Way just beyond its 

junction with Quinn Way. 
• Extending the Rushby Mead Resident Permit Parking scheme between Hillshott 

and Pixmore Way. 
• Introducing parking restrictions within the Wilbury Ward area – being Phase 2 

following the implementation of  the Bedford Road junction Scheme  
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Officers will inform Members of the proposed work programme for the above schemes 
once the consultants have been appointed. 

  
8.11 Highways Matters 
 It was agreed that a section entitled ‘Highways Matters ‘is included within the Area 

Champion’s News Report for each committee cycle to facilitate debate and enable 
appropriate feedback on any of the proposed or listed schemes. 

 
 The Chairman would like to suggest that the Letchworth Committee sets aside £5,000 

from the Discretionary Budget for Highways matters, this money to be allocated to 
projects funded by County Councillors from their Locality Budgets. It is suggested that 
the £5,000 be allocated as follows: 

 £2,000 towards projects funded by County Councillor Kercher 

 £2,000 towards projects funded by County Councillor Hone 

 £1,000 towards projects funded by County Councillor Muir 
 

 Any new proposals will be forwarded to the respective Herts County Councillor for 
consideration who will in turn report back and advise the Committee accordingly. 

 
9. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
9.1 The Terms of Reference in relation to Area Committees confirm that they may establish 

and maintain relationships with outside bodies/voluntary organisations which include 
discretionary grant aid/financial support.  However, this does not include grants for 
district wide activities. 

 
9.2 Section 1 of the Localism Act 2011 provides that the Council has power to do anything 

which it considers likely to promote or improve the economic, social or environmental 
well-being of its area.  This would apply on the basis that financial assistance to 
voluntary and community organisations improves the economic, social or 
environmental well-being of the District or part of it. 

 
9.3 Section 137 Local Government Act 1972 provides specific authority for the Council to 

incur expenditure on anything which is in the interests of and will bring direct benefit to 
its area.  This includes a charity or other body operating for public service. 

 
9.4 The Committee has delegated powers, as a body, to administer funds from the budgets 

described. 
  
10. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
10.1 In the past few years there has been no inflationary allowance to the main Area 

Committee Budget and the 2014/15 baseline budget has stayed the same as the 
previous year. 

 
10.2 The former MoU Budget is subject to a 7.1% reduction each year through to financial 

year 2015/16. 
 
11. RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
11.1   There are no risk entries that have been recorded on Covalent, the Council’s 

Performance & Risk system. Individual events should have there own risk 
assessments in place to mitigate any health and safety issues. There are no pertinent 
risk implications for the Authority associated with any items within this report. 
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12. EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS 
 
12.1 The Equality Act 2010 came into force on the 1st October 2010, a major piece of 

legislation. The Act also created a new Public Sector Equality Duty, which came into 
force on the 5th April 2011. There is a General duty, described in 12.2, that public 
bodies must meet, underpinned by more specific duties which are designed to help 
meet them.  

 
12.2  In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of its 

functions, give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment, 
victimisation, to advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between 
those who share a protected characteristic and those who do not.  

 
12.3 The projects which comprise the Community Development Officers’ workload, and area 

committee funding assigned to community projects are assessed to ensure that they 
are as inclusive as possible to members of the local community.  The only deviation to 
this is where a minority group may specifically receive funding or allocation of 
resources to address a particular area of need or ‘gap’ in provision. 

 
13. SOCIAL VALUE IMPLICATIONS 
 
13.1 As the recommendations made in this report do not constitute a public service contract, 

the measurement of ‘social value’ as required by the Public Services (Social Value) Act 
2012 need not be applied, although equalities implications and opportunities are 
identified in the relevant section at paragraphs 12. 

 
14. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
14.1 There are no pertinent Human Resource implications associated with any items within 
 this report 
 
15. APPENDICES 
 
15.1 Appendix 1 Letchworth Area Committee Budget Report 2014/15 
  
15.2 Appendix 2 Letchworth Festival Steering Committee – Grant Report 
 
15.3 Appendix 3 Hitchin Kings Basket Ball Club – Grant Report 
 
15.4 Appendix 4 Herts Young Carers – Grant Report  
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